Emergency deferred billing program
South Louisiana Electric Cooperative Association’s (SLECA) Energy
Emergency Deferred Billing Program provides eligible customers with a
mechanism to defer utility payments in the event the Louisiana Public Service
Commission (Acct. No. 2800932500) should declare an “Energy Emergency.”
To qualify for the program, a residential customer or government entity
must meet certain requirements and be pre-qualiﬁed and pre-enrolled prior to
any LPSC declared energy emergency.
For details and the requirements to become a “Qualiﬁed Consumer,” contact SLECA at P.O. Box 4037, Houma, LA; 985/876-6880.
Eligible consumers—Eligible customers include any one of the following:
• Those persons whose income does not exceed 150% of the poverty level
as established by the Federal Government and who are 65 years of age or
older.
• Those persons who receive either one of the following: (1) Food stamps;
(2) Temporary Assistance for Needy Families (TANF).
• Those persons whose sole income consists of Social Security payments.
As determined by the Commission or other vital government entities who
provide services, the absence of which could result in imminent peril to the
public health, safety, and welfare.
Those persons who need life-sustaining, electrically operated equipment,
or life-sustaining medical treatment that requires electricity in order to live.

Hurricane brochure provided
to SLECA members
Included as an insert in this issue of LOUISIANA COUNTRY
is SLECA’s annual Hurricane Preparedness Brochure to assist you, your
family and your neighbors in preparing and dealing with any hurricane
that makes landfall in this area. Rest assured, SLECA will be prepared
for such storms and you should be, too.

Across the Board
May 8, 2006
Present were directors Alexander Doyle, president; David Luke, vice-president;
Brian Rivet, secretary; Terry Trahan, treasurer; Tracy Duval, J. D. Boudreaux, Eroy
Acosta, Roger Dale DeHart, Larry J. Daigle and Lloyd Gibson, advisor. Also attending were Michael Guidry, general manager; Paul Maeder, assistant manager; James
Funderburk, attorney, and Elaine Robertson, member services supervisor.
After the invocation and pledge, the board approved 231 new members, the minutes of the April 3 regular board meeting and the ALEC report.
The financial report, approved by the board, highlighted interest earnings, cash on
hand, rate comparison showing SLECA having the lowest rates compared to other
area utilities, line loss, kilowatt hour sales for the month, cumulative sales to date,
cost of service, equity, TIER, electric and total revenue versus cost per kilowatt hour
(Acct. No. 7002008503).
Following an update on upcoming schools, meetings and events, Mr. Guidry
reported on the following: (1) Oil prices continue to rise; (2) Predictions made by the
Energy Information Agency underestimated the cost per gallon for gas for the summer; (3) LPSC Commissioner Foster Campbell issued a statement over the information revealed in Entergy’s airplane records; (4) Valley Electric received safety accreditation; (5) The transmission line is ahead of schedule; (6) SLECA’s Annual Meeting
was well attended with over 1,000 in attendance; (7) The underwater crossing at the
Falgout Canal Substation was damaged by contractors; (8) A twister hit SLECA’s
line in Lake Decade breaking one pole and possibly the piling and downing several
other poles; (9) Family Fun Day was a big success; (10) NRECA’s Disaster Planning
Task Force is trying to determine what role NRECA could play during disasters; and
(11) Employees have earned another safety supper.
The board then approved the manager’s report and expenses and the safety report.
Mr. Guidry informed the board that Theresa Reeves, SLECA’s receptionist, would
retire June 1st with 21 years of service.
The board then approved Mr. Funderburk’s request allowing Mr. Doyle or Mr.
Guidry to sign the letter of credit and all necessary loan documents with CoBank followed by the attorney’s report and fees.
Finally, the board voted to keep the same officers on the SLECA board.
The meeting was then adjourned.
You may obtain copies of the minutes by contacting SLECA, P.O. Box 4037,
Houma, LA 70361 or by calling (504) 876-6880 or 1-800-256-8826.
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Low Rates. High Expectations.

Mike Guidry, Manager
Alexander Doyle, President
South Louisiana Electric Cooperative Assn.
P.O. Box 4037, Houma, LA 70361 (876-6880)

Get to know your SLECA directors
SLECA members can claim with pride that they own one of the most efficient and
best run electric utilities in Louisiana. (Acct. No. 1602351201) And the key to the success of SLECA, including its low rates, excellent service reputation and the best employee safety record in Louisiana, can be found in the directors that members have elected.
“Unlike investor-owned electric utilities, SLECA consumers are able to select their
neighbors and fellow members to serve on their Board of Directors,” notes General
Manager Mike Guidry. “These individuals come from all walks of life and various backgrounds, but they all share common goals—to make SLECA a progressive and responsive organization that always puts the best interests of its members first.”
“And while you may know the neighbor you helped select to represent your local district on the SLECA board, we’d like to offer this opportunity for our consumers to meet
ALL of the directors,” Guidry adds.

David Luke
Board Vice President David Luke, a board member
since 1981, is a wholesale seafood processor. For more
than 33 years, the Dulac native has worked in seafood
processing, beginning as a boy in his father’s plant (Luke
Seafood). He and his wife, Elaine, are former owners of
D’Luke’s Seafood, Inc. in Dulac. The couple own St. Michael Ice & Fuel in Biloxi, MS, that not only provides fuel
and ice but also has two shrimp loading piers. Luke is a
lifetime member of the VFW 4752 Riﬂe Team, a member
of the KC Council 7722, the Grand Caillou Volunteer Fire
Department, and a lifetime member of the 2nd Marine
Division Assn. Luke serves District 4 which consists of
the Grand Caillou and Dulac areas.

Terry Trahan
Director Terry Trahan, elected to SLECA’s Board
in 1987, serves as board treasurer. He has worked
with Trahan’s Heating and Air Conditioning for 33
years and is part owner of the company. Trahan is a
native of Bayou Black who enjoys hunting at his deer
lease in Mississippi in his spare time. He serves District 7, which includes areas of Bayou Black, Gibson,
Southdown West, Ouiski Bayou and The Lakes.

Larry J. Daigle
Bayou Blue native Larry J. Daigle was elected to
the SLECA board in April 2004 representing District
3. Having served 39 years as senior vice-president of
Caro Produce and nine years as president of Prime
Source and Southland Distribution, he is currently the
produce buyer for Rouse’s Supermarket. A SLECA
member since 1965, Daigle currently is treasurer of
the ﬁnance committee of St. Louis Catholic Church
and has served on the parish council of the church
for eight years. Mr. Daigle also serves as advisor to
Bishop Boudreaux on the Pastoral Council.

Tracy Duval
Amelia resident Tracy V. Duval has served on SLECA’s Board of Directors since 1993. Duval is Justice
of the Peace for Ward 9 in St. Mary Parish. She is also
secretary to the St. Mary Community Action Agency.
Duval represents SLECA District 9, which covers areas
of Amelia, Siracusaville and part of Bayou L’Ourse.

Alexander Doyle
Alexander Doyle, a resident of Houma, is president
of the SLECA Board of Directors and has served in
this capacity since his election to the board in 1985. An
attorney, Doyle is a member of the Louisiana Bar Association, the Terrebonne Parish Bar Association and is
qualiﬁed to practice law in Federal Court. Additionally,
Doyle served as Terrebonne Parish’s Assistant District
Attorney for 12 years. Doyle serves the District 6 areas
of Mulberry, Barrios, Summerﬁeld, Little Bayou Black,
Coteau and Oakshire.

Brian Rivet
Gheens resident Brian Rivet, owner of a logging and
sawmill business, has served on SLECA’s Board since
1983. He is presently secretary of the SLECA Board,
is a former member of the Cajun Electric Power Cooperative Board of Directors and past director of Western
Fuels, and is currently a member of the board of directors of the Assn. of La. Electric Cooperatives, Inc. Rivet
serves District 1, that includes the Gheens, Raceland
and Mathews areas, and portions of Upper Bayou Blue,
Coteau and Lockport.

Eroy Acosta
Stephensville native Eroy Acosta, elected to the board
in 1987, served his community as a restaurant owner for
many years. Acosta is a member of the St. Martin Parish
Sewage District Board and a member of the St. Martin
Parish Water District Board. The Stephensville Volunteer
Fire Department was established through his fundraising efforts and he served 21 years as president of the
department. Acosta serves District 8, which includes
the areas of Stephensville, Bayou L’Ourse and part of
Gibson. Acosta is also one of two SLECA representatives
on the board of directors of the Association of Louisiana
Electric Cooperatives where he serves on the statewide
Legislative Committee. Acosta says he enjoys serving the
community at both the state and local level.

Roger Dale DeHart
Dularge native Roger Dale DeHart was elected to
the SLECA Board of Directors in March of 1997. DeHart
represents District 5 covering all of Bayou Dularge and
Ashland North Subdivision. He is a member of the Terrebonne Parish School Board and served as its vice-president and president. He was appointed to and served on
the Terrebonne Parish Home Rule Charter Commission.
DeHart served more than six years as a commissioner
for Fire District 10. He is very active in his community
and is very serious about all of his commitments.

J.D. Boudreaux III
Julien Dennis (J.D.) Boudreaux III, a resident of Donner who has been active in the Donner-Chacahoula Fire
Department and Jaycees also has served on the St. Lawrence Church Parish Council. A self-employed grocery
operator and bulk-fuel dealer, he was the last president
of the Terrebonne Parish Police Jury and was a member
and the ﬁrst chairman of the Terrebonne Parish Council.
A former Justice of the Peace, Boudreaux is the Recipient
of the Roland J. Thibodaux Award as a Terrebonne Parish
school bus driver. He was appointed the District 2 SLECA
director in January 2006.

Safety First
By Joe Ticheli
SLECA Safety Coordinator

Be sure emergency generators
are installed properly
Now that hurricane season is upon
us, many people may want to purchase
an emergency generator to be used in
case a storm hits our area.
No emergency generator, whatever
its size, should EVER be connected
directly to household wiring.
Any emergency power system
MUST be directly connected only
to those appliances or equipment it
serves UNLESS THAT GENERATOR
IS CONNECTED TO A PROPERLY
INSTALLED AND OPERATED
DOUBLE-THROW SWITCH.
Such a switch is NOT OPTIONAL.
When any generator, no matter how
small, is connected directly to a home’s
wiring, say by being “plugged” directly
into an electrical outlet, the energy
produced by that generator can “backﬂow” through the household wiring, the
service wire and even through the transformer serving that home or business.
Transformers work both ways. It
takes 14,000-volts from a power line
and reduces it to the 120-volts used in
your home. (Acct. No. 3751350500)
But 120 volts generated by an emergency generator, when it “back-ﬂows”
through that same transformer, is transformed into 14,000 volts that will travel
back along a power line.
Line crews working to restore
service miles away on what should be
a “dead” line risk death or injury from
this current So do any neighbors who
touch a downed power line. Children,
pets and livestock can all be endangered.
If the power comes back on while
that generator is improperly connected,
appliances and electrical equipment can
be damaged by power surges.

All generators are sold with instructions that outline their safe installation
and proper use. No generator should
ever be connected to household wiring
without using a special Safety Transfer
Switch.
Take time to read and obey safety
material that comes with standby
generators. The following tips can help
avoid a tragedy.
Proper standby generator hookup is
vitally important
Deﬁciently or improperly installed
generators can cause damage to the
generator, the appliances connected
to it or to utility equipment and could
cause injury or death to service personnel or the public.
• Installation is not a do-it-yourself
project—get an expert to do it.
• No matter who does the installation, make certain your generator has a
double-throw (transfer) switch.
• Follow all regulations established
by your local utility when using emergency generators.
• Once installed, operate the generator according to manufacture’s recommendations (proper ventilation, limited
load and preventive maintenance are all
essential to safe operation).
The double-throw switch is not optional equipment. This transfer switch
permits a safe change-over from utility
service to an on-site power supply.
The National Electrical Code requires
a double-throw switch on a standby
generator installation.
Otherwise, individual appliances
should be plugged into the generator.
Never connect a generator to household
wiring that cannot be isolated from the
utility system by a transfer switch.

Lloyd Gibson
Lloyd Gibson, serving as advisor to the board
since 1984, is a general contractor and owner of Cookie’s Construction Co., Inc. A resident of Gibson, he has
served the Gibson community as Terrebonne Parish
Constable in Ward 8 for 27 years. Gibson served as
chairman of Terrebonne Parish Recreation Board, District 8 for 18 years and served as senior deacon and
chairman of the Board of Trustees of the St. James
Baptist Church of Gibson for 25 years. He also serves
on the board of the START Corp., and is the current
president of H.O.P.E. of Terrebonne, a community civic
organization. Gibson is very concerned about his community and is actively involved in its development.
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