Youth Tour students attend
Leadership Conference

Twenty-seven local high school students gathered in Baton Rouge on March
30-April 1 to attend a Cooperative Youth Leadership Conference, meet with state
officials and learn more about Louisiana’s electric cooperative system.
All participants were winners of the annual statewide Youth Tour Essay Contest.
In addition to this conference, the students will embark on an all-expensepaid trip to Washington, D.C., on June 10-17. Each year the national “Government in Action” Youth Tour
event attracts over 1,500
students to Washington from
36 states.
Representing SLECA at
the state and national conferences this year are Matthew
Hymel and Paige Duplantis.
“We’re proud to be able
to sponsor these outstanding students and to support Above, Paige Duplantis
is shown at the State
both the educational and
Capitol with Rep.
cultural development of our Jerome Richard; at
local youth,” said SLECA
right, Duplantis and felManager Mike Guidry. “Part low Youth Tour winner
of our mission as a locally- Matthew Hymel are pictured with Sen. Norby
owned electric cooperative Chabert.
is to do whatever we can to
improve the quality of life and expand opportunities for our members and the
community.” (Acct. No. 8627401)
The meeting in Baton Rouge was hosted by the Association of Louisiana
Electric Cooperatives in conjunction with eight of its member Louisiana electric
distribution cooperatives from around the state, including SLECA.
During their time in Baton Rouge, the local delegates spent two days meeting
their fellow Youth Tour Essay Contest winners, touring the old State Capitol and
new State Capitol, touring the NRG power generation plants in New Roads, visiting with their elected officials and learning more about the cooperative business
model.
While in Washington this summer, the Youth Tour delegates will visit the offices of Louisiana’s representatives and senators, the U.S. Capitol, the Smithsonian Institution, Arlington National Cemetery and other historical and government
sites.

SLECA employees attend
advanced training program

	SLECA provides its employees a comprehensive training program that covers
every aspect of
utility field operations, stressing
safety and efficient operations
under all possible
conditions.
	SLECA
employees
(shown from left
to right) Brennan Blanchard and Lee Aucoin
were among linemen from electric
co-ops across Louisiana who successfully completed the Level VI
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Low Rates. High Expectations.

New attendance record set at SLECA’s Annual Meeting
SLECA’s annual membership meeting keeps getting bigger and better as
more than 1,800 cooperative members
and their guests convened at the HoumaTerrebonne Civic Center in April.
The record-setting crowd gathered to
hear reports on their cooperative, meet
friends and relatives, listen to live musical and comedy entertainment and share a
meal catered by Cannata’s.
SLECA General Manager Mike
Guidry said the robust attendance at the
cooperative’s 73rd annual meeting shows
how important local ownership of the
cooperative is to the community it serves.
“We were founded by self-reliant,
community-minded people who take
pride in their home and strive to improve
the quality of life for their families,”
Guidry said. “That’s been our legacy for
73 years and the community spirit in this
part of the state and region is as strong as
it’s ever been. We’re extremely proud to
carry on that spirit.”
Speaking to those in attendance,
Guidry noted that just because the cooperative has been a local fixture for decades,
that doesn’t mean the organization is
stagnant. He mentioned recent improvements such as a new computer network
that came on-line last year and a new billing format designed to make it easier for
members to understand the billing process

SLECA General Manager Mike Guidry is
shown with Hattie Verret of Dulac, winner
of the grand prize flat-screen TV.

and how various charges are calculated.
“We feel that knowledge is power and
the more knowledgeable our members
are concerning the amount of power they
consumer each month and how the price
for that power is derived, it’s best for
everyone,” Guidry said.
Guidry also praised the thriftiness and
hard work done by management, directors
and employees to hold the line against
adverse economic conditions and natural
disasters that have hit both consumers and
their cooperative in recent years.
“Our workforce is the best you’ll
find,” he said. “Our employees work
extremely hard on your behalf and they
take a great amount of pride in what they
do for the members. After all, those members are their neighbors and friends and
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often their own relatives.”
He also commended the board and
management for making decisions that
have resulted in stable rates that have
been lower than competing utilities for
more than a decade even though expenses
continue to increase. (Acct. No. 2805902)
Compared to customers of investorowned and municipal utilities, SLECA
members have pocketed literally thousands of dollars over the past few years,
Guidry said.
During his presentation, Guidry
informed members that SLECA is in the
process of preparing a rate adjustment
case for consideration by the Louisiana
Public Service Commission. SLECA,
which has not had a rate increase in nearly 30 years, is proposing a modest adjustment to keep pace with rising expenses.
“Just as your household expenses
climb every year, our expenses increase

as well,” he said. “But you can only go so
long before you need additional revenue
to continue operating. And I can assure
you that even with this small adjustment,
your rates will still be below competing
utilities.”
Also at the meeting, Rochelle Glispy
performed a patriotic musical medley as
a tribute to those serving in the armed
forces, and the crowd was entertained by
Cajun humorist Kent Gonsoulin.
The 2011 Scholarship and Youth Tour
winners were presented to the membership. Prior to the meeting there was a
health fair, other community information booths, safety demonstrations, and
a magic show, face painting and balloon
sculptures for the children.
The winner of the grand prize 46-inch
flat screen TV was Hattie Verret. Fifty
other prizes were given away and each
registered member received a free gift.

Congratulations to scholarship winners

As part of SLECA’s continuing efforts to enhance higher educational
opportunities, four local students have won scholarships for the 2011-2012
fall and spring semesters at Nicholls State or the L.E. Fletcher Community
College. The scholarships, valued at $1,000 each, were offered to graduating high school seniors to help with the costs of tuition, room and board, or
books.
	The scholarship winners are:
• Brennan Albarado of Stephensville. He is a senior at Morgan City High
School. Brennan will study accounting and finance at Nicholls State University.
• Kirsten Hill of Amelia. She is also a senior at Morgan City High School
and she also plans on attending Nicholls. Kirsten will major in dental hygiene.
• Nicholas Trosclair of Dulac. He is homeschooled and plans to take up
general studies and computer science at L.E. Fletcher Community College.
• Tyler Alario of Gheens. He is a senior at Central Lafourche High
School and plans to study vocal music education at Nicholls.
As part of its commitment to local communities, SLECA has offered
scholarships to local students seeking to become tomorrow’s doctors, lawyers, engineers and other professionals for nearly two decades to enhance
economic opportunities for our members and their children.

Holiday office hours

course held in Baton Rouge this
April as part of the four-year Louisiana Lineman Intensive Training
Program. (Acct. No. 7691201)

Mike Guidry, Manager
Alexander Doyle, President
South Louisiana Electric Cooperative Assn.
P.O. Box 4037, Houma, LA 70361 (876-6880)

In honor of the men and women who have protected our freedom,
SLECA will be closed Monday, May 31 in observance of Memorial Day.
A dispatcher and crews will be on duty for emergencies or interruption of
service.
Have a safe and happy Memorial Day!

This mural was used as the backdrop during a reception for SLECA General Manager
Mike Guidry, who was recently elected president of the board of directors for the National
Rural Electric Cooperative Association. The reception was held in Orlando at the national
organization’s annual membership meeting. The mural was designed and created by
art students at Central Lafourche High School taught by Rene Guidry (left) and Debbie
Chaisson (right).

Statement of Non-discrimination

South Louisiana Electric Cooperative Association is the recipient of Federal
financial assistance from the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA). The USDA
prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color,
national origin, age, disability, and where applicable, sex, marital status, familial
status, parental status, religion, sexual orientation, genetic information, political
beliefs, reprisal, or because all or part of an individual’s income is derived from any
public assistance program. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program
information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA’s TARGET
Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD). To file a complaint of discrimination,
write to USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, S.W.,
Washington, D.C. 20250-9410, or call toll free (866) 632-9992 (voice) or (800) 8778339 (TDD) or (866) 377-8642 (relay voice users). USDA is an equal opportunity
provider and employer.
South Louisiana Electric Cooperative Assn., P.O. Box 4037, Houma, LA 70361

On-line payment option
is now available

It’s easy, secure and convenient.
	SLECA members now have
the option of paying their bills
on-line with a few quick clicks of
the mouse.
Before you can take advantage of this easy way to
pay your bill, you will need to
provide SLECA with your e-mail
address and phone number.
There are several ways to
do this:
1. Call it into our office.
2. Complete the back of your
monthly bill and mail it to us.
3. E-mail it to us at billing@
sleca.com, or
4. Click on the on-line payment icon on SLECA’s homepage and then click on Contact Support located in the upper right hand
side. Complete the information and submit.

Across the Board

March 14, 2011
Present were directors Alexander Doyle, president; David Luke, vice-president;
Brian Rivet, secretary; Terry Trahan, treasurer; Tracy Duval, J. D. Boudreaux, Eroy
Acosta, Roger Dale DeHart, Larry J. Daigle and Lloyd Gibson, advisor. Also attending were Michael Guidry, general manager, James Funderburk, attorney and Elaine
Robertson, member services supervisor.
After the invocation and pledge the board approved the minutes and summary
of the regular board meeting of February 7, 2011, 158 new members and the ALEC
Report. (Acct. No. 6161001)
The financial report, approved by the board, highlighted interest earnings, cash
on hand, rate comparison showing SLECA having the lowest rates compared to other
area utilities, line loss, kilowatt hour sales for the month, cumulative sales to date,
cost of service, equity, TIER and electric and total revenue verses cost per kilowatt
hour.
Following an update on upcoming schools, meetings and events, Mr. Guidry
reported on the following: (1) SLECA continues to have the lowest rates in the area;
(2) A news release was distributed announcing the opportunity for students to apply
for SLECA scholarships; (3) Gasoline prices are likely to rise to $4.00 or higher per
gallon due to tensions in the Middle East, lack of drilling in the Gulf and the tragedy
in Japan; (4) NRG/La Gen representatives met with Mr. Guidry to discuss the partnership between La Gen and the Cooperatives; (5) Commissioner Field responded
very positively to Mr. Guidry’s discussion of SLECA’s rate filing; (6) La Ship is
moving forward to fully develop its yard; (7) McDermott has a contract to build a
platform going to Africa and should increase its work staff to 500 employees within
the next two and a half months; (8) There were no NERC/SERC violations this
period. SLECA continues its negotiations with La Gen to specify those reports to
NERC/SERC that are the responsibility of either SLECA or LA Gen to avoid duplication and potential problems; (9) The Cooperative Fitness Cup starts March 14th
and will continue through April 24th; (10) Retired employee Francis Trahan died
March 2nd (11) Bad weather on March 5th caused some damage in the area and in
addition a pole came down on the Raceland Prairie but the power did not kick off
and three head of cattle were killed when they came into contact with the energized
wire; and (12) Mr. Guidry thanked the board for their support for the reception held
at the NRECA Annual Meeting in honor of his becoming board president.
The board then approved the low bid to replace units 221 and 217 and the low
bid to replace the four auto transformers on the Raceland Prairie
The manager’s report and expenses, the safety report showing employees have
worked 2,340,586 hours without a lost time accident since December, 1996 and the
attorney’s report and fees were approved by the board
The meeting was then adjourned.
You may obtain copies of the minutes by contacting SLECA, P.O. Box 4037,
Houma, LA 70361 or by calling (985) 876-6880 or 1-800-256-8826.
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Congratulations to SLECA's
2011 Scholarship Winners
Brennan Albarado
Morgan City
High School

Kirsten Hill
Morgan City
High School

Nicholas Trosclair
Homeschooled

Tyler Alario
Central Lafourche
High School
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