You can win a Youth Tour

Experience!

Two local SLECA students will have the opportunity to be winners of the 2015 SLECA
Youth Tour Contest and spend a week with about two dozen other students from across
Louisiana on a “Government in Action” Youth Tour of Washington, D.C.
The trip to Washington, D.C., has been described as “the experience of a lifetime” by
past winners, offering an opportunity to learn about our government and meet many important figures while making a lot of cool, new friends. For over 32 years, SLECA has reached
out to local students, offering them the opportunity to participate in the Youth Tour Program. If you are interested, this is what you need to know:
Eligibility Requirements
• High school sophomores and juniors are eligible.
• Electricity to your residence or parent’s business must be provided by SLECA.
Youth Tour Contest Guidelines
1. Students must write a letter approximately 500 words long to an elected official. The
entry must be submitted in the proper letter format to be eligible.  
2. The students should voice their opinion (positive or negative) to the respective local,
state or federal official in a letter format on any issue, problem or matter they believe to be
critical to South Louisiana.
3. The topic of concern should be stated and thoroughly discussed and the letter should
be addressed to the official the student has selected.
4. On a separate sheet attached to the essay, the student must write his/her name, Social
Security Number, name of school, grade level, parents’ names, address and phone number.
5. All entries must include a current photo with their submission for use in news releases at the conclusion of the contest.
Entries should be mailed to Youth Tour Essay Contest, c/o SLECA, P.O. Box 4037,
Houma, LA 70361, or delivered to SLECA’s main office at 2028 Coteau Road, Highway
660, Houma, LA, or SLECA’s branch office in Amelia, 2903 Lake Palourde Rd., Morgan
City, LA 70380; P.O. Box 1126, Amelia, LA 70340.
All letters become the property of South Louisiana Electric Cooperative Association.
ENTRIES MUST BE POSTMARKED NO LATER THAN Feb. 2, 2015.
A judging committee will select two top letters and one alternate. Letters are judged on
knowledge of subject, originality, composition, neatness and grammar. For more information, contact SLECA at 876-6880 or 1-800-256-8826.

Across the Board

August 4, 2014
Present were directors Alexander Doyle, president; David Luke, vice-president;
Brian Rivet, secretary; Terry Trahan, treasurer; Tracy Duval, J. D. Boudreaux, Eroy
Acosta, Roger Dale DeHart, Larry J. Daigle, and Advisor to the Board, Lloyd Gibson.  Also attending were Joseph Ticheli, general manager, James Funderburk, attorney, Kenny Berrigan, Brooks-Harbour & Associates and Yolanda George, member
services supervisor.
After the invocation and pledge and a presentation on the growth in the Bayou
Blue service area, the board approved to begin the initial process for a new Bayou
Blue Substation, the minutes and summary of the July 7, 2014 meeting, the ALEC
minutes and 154 new members.
The financial report, approved by the board, highlighted interest earnings, cash
on hand, rate comparison showing SLECA having the lowest rates compared to other
area utilities, line loss, kilowatt hour sales for the month, cumulative sales to date,
cost of service, equity, TIER and electric and total revenue verses cost per kilowatt
hour. (Acct. No. 25131001)
Following an update on upcoming schools, meetings and events, Mr. Ticheli
reported on the following: (1) SLECA continues to have the lowest rates in the area;
(2) SLECA’s offices will be closed on Monday, September 1, in observance of Labor
Day; (3) The board was asked to continue authorizing their contributions to the
ACRE campaign; (4) SLECA received a check from Federated Insurance due to an
error they made on the rating of our 2013 workers’ compensation insurance policy;
(5) The board was informed that SLECA had received the first data requests for the
final formula rate plan annual report and it now appears there will be no change in
rates meaning no increase or decrease; (6) The board was given an update on the
storm rider that should result in recovering about 2.1 million over two years and not
2.7 million that was originally anticipated; (7) Increased thunderstorm activity has
slightly increased weather-related outages which is not unusual for this time of year;  
and (8) After months of preparations and employee training, SLECA’s new stateof-the-art outage management and interactive voice response system will became
operational Monday, August 11, 2014.   
The board then selected a voting delegate and alternate to vote at the upcoming
NRECA Region VIII Meeting and a voting delegate for the 2014 CoBank director
election.  The safety report showing employees have worked 2,922,986 hours without a lost time accident since December, 1996; a resolution allowing a local business
usage of SLECA’s utility pole to install a camera and the attorney’s report and fees
were then approved by the board.
Following executive session, the meeting was adjourned.
You may obtain copies of the minutes by contacting SLECA, P.O. Box 4037,
Houma, LA 70361 or by calling (985) 876-6880 or 1-800-256-8826.
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Low Rates. High Expectations.

Joe Ticheli, General Manager
Alexander Doyle, President
South Louisiana Electric Cooperative Assn.
P.O. Box 4037, Houma, LA 70361 (876-6880)

Marcels: Angels on Wheels program rolls to a stop
Many people have heard of the Salvation Army, Goodwill and similar high-profile organizations that distribute clothing
and other items to those in need.
But probably not as many people have
heard the names Julia and Millard Marcel.
The couple, who live on Bayou Dularge and have been together for 58 years,
have spent the past three decades quietly
carrying on the work of taking in used
clothing, furniture, appliances and toys
and redistributing it to those less fortunate
in the community.
Julia recently announced that the program known as “Angels on Wheels” will
officially cease operation on Oct. 15.
“I hate to have to retire,” Julia said.
“That hurts me more than anything. Helping other people just makes us happy. A
lot of people have been telling us not to
quit, but we just can’t do it anymore.”
Julia explained that she and her
husband are both over 75 years of age,
Millard has been diagnosed with spinal
stenosis, and the work just became more
than they could bear. Retirement will also
allow the couple to spend more time with
their four children, three grandchildren
and three great-grandchildren.
Millard said he had no way of figuring
out how much time and expense had been
dedicated toward the Angels on Wheels
project over the past 30 years, but he
knows that the community has certainly
shown its appreciation for their efforts.
“We’ve been fortunate that we can pay
our bills because not everybody can pay
their bills these days,” he said. “We never
really worried about how much money or
time we’ve put into it. People around here
have been so kind to us. We appreciate
everything they’ve done.”
He recalled the time a car collided with
the van they use to transport donations,
causing more than $2,000 in damage. A
local body shop heard about the accident
and offered to fix the van for free. Not
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SLECA members Millard and Julia Marcel are pictured with SLECA employee Penny Anthill loading one the last boxes of clothing to be delivered
as part of the “Angels on Wheels” program that has been active in Dularge
for more than 30 years. At right, the Marcels are pictured with their great
granddaughter, Addison White.
long afterwards, the van’s transmission
went out and a local mechanic made the
repair free of charge.
The Marcels were recently honored
when they received the 2014 Caring for

The Marcels were recently

honored when they received the
2014 Caring for Others Award
from the local chapter of
Woodmen of the World.

Others Award from the local chapter of
Woodmen of the World.
“It’s nice to be recognized,” said Julia,
who’s been a SLECA member since 1942.
“A lady came by the other day who said
we had helped her get back on her feet

104.96
94.43

after her family lost everything they had in
Hurricane Katrina, and she just wanted us
to know how grateful she was for helping
her.”
Julia said the program got started when
she saw a need in the community to help
those families who were struggling to
make ends meet. One Saturday after mass
she was loading up her van with clothes
and boxes after a neighbor’s garage sale
and the neighbor commented that Julia
appeared to be an “Angel on Wheels.”
The name stuck, and the Marcels would
spend the next three decades searching for
used clothes and other goods from garage
sales and other sources, storing it in a shed
behind their home on Bayou Dularge and
getting it out to those who could use the
items. (Acct. No. 12536001)
She passed out fliers and also ran an
advertisement in local newspapers to

Or simply call SLECA’s office in Houma, 876-6880, 1-800-256-8826; or Amelia
631-3605, 1-800-256-8836.

spread the word about the program.
It wasn’t long before Millard began
helping out.
“When he was working offshore, he
didn’t do much,” Julia said. “But he had
a soft heart and once he got started, I
couldn’t get him out of it. I told him if he
was feeling bad, he could quit, but he kept
going, helping however he could. He was
really good at it.”
Now, as this labor of love comes to an
end, Julia said she hopes someone else
will feel called to take on the task of serving in this capacity.
She explained that the rewards are
returned in abundance.
“We’ve gotten to know so many kind
and generous people through the years,
and we  thank all of them for what they’ve
done,” she said. “They will always be in
our hearts and prayers.”

SLECA SWEEPSTAKES

Did you know that each month SLECA gives away CASH just for
reading LOUISIANA COUNTRY? It’s true. Every month, SLECA
account numbers are randomly selected by computer. Four

123.22

account numbers are hidden in the articles in the SLECA News

100.50

section of LOUISIANA COUNTRY. Then it’s up to you. If you see
your account number, call SLECA and win $25.00 in cash or have

81.37

your winnings applied to your bill. It’s that simple. So, if you are not
SLECA

Light up your home this Christmas and win a $100 Cash Prize! Entries will
be accepted through December 12, 2014.
RULES:
1. Contest open to SLECA residential members only.
2. SLECA directors, employees, retired employees and/or their families are
not eligible to win.
3. Electricity is required. Outdoor lighting only.
4. Suggested themes: Religious, Contemporary, Novelty.
5. Entries must be received at SLECA by December 12, 2014. Judging to
be held December 15.
6. Winners will be notified by telephone.
7. 2013 winners are ineligible.
8. Cash Prizes ($100 in each of SLECA’s nine member districts) will be
awarded.
	To enter, complete this form and return by December 12, 2014, to SLECA,
P.O. Box 4037, Houma, La 70361.

SLECA's Christmas Lighting Contest

Rate Comparison for
1,000 KWH for September 2014
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Enter SLECA's
Christmas Lighting Contest

Entergy

M.C.

Houma

reading LOUISIANA COUNTRY you’re missing out on great local

Cleco

KIDS...Christmas is almost here
Draw a picture and win a prize!

We’re having a Christmas contest for kids. And the prize is a $50 Christmas gift certificate. All you have to do to win is draw a picture of your favorite
Christmas activity. It can be anything you like to do at Christmas time, such
as decorating the tree, wrapping gifts, Christmas shopping or going caroling…Anything!
	In addition to winning the gift certificate, the winning picture will be
featured in the December issue of Louisiana Country. And this is not all. Your
picture will be prominently displayed on an outdoor billboard courtesy of
SLECA and Lamar Outdoor Advertising for all your friends and family to see.
Here is what you need to know: (Acct. No. 95025001)
• You must be 10 years old or younger.
• Contest is open to SLECA members only.
• Entries must be submitted on one 8-1/2 x 11-inch sheet of paper.
• Any medium (crayons, markers, watercolors, etc.) may be used to
draw your picture, but the picture MUST be in color.
• The entry form must be attached to the back of your drawing.
• Previous winners are ineligible.
• Employees of SLECA will judge all entries.
• You should mail your entry to SLECA, P.O. Box 4037, Houma, LA
70361, or you can drop it off at the Houma office at 2028 Coteau Rd. in
Houma or at the Amelia office.
• Deadline to receive entries is November 14, 2014.
ENTRY FOR
Attach this form to the back of entry.

Child’s Name: ________________________________________

Parent or Guardian: ______________________________________
Child’s Age: _____________
Address: _________________________________________________
Telephone Number: _________________________________
SLECA Account Number: ______________________________

articles and the possibility of winning extra money.
1
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