SLECA linemen participate
in advanced training program

SLECA News

Low Rates. High Expectations.

Joe Ticheli, General Manager
Alexander Doyle, President
South Louisiana Electric Cooperative Assn.
P.O. Box 4037, Houma, LA 70361 (876-6880)

Manager’s Message

Crochet hobby keeps Eschete feeling young and full of life

SLECA employees Brent McNamara and Stephen Sullivan recently completed
Module II, Levels 6-10 of the Louisiana Lineman Training Program administered
by the Association of Louisiana Electric Cooperatives in Baton Rouge.

Across the Board

July 6, 2015
Present were directors Alexander Doyle, president; David Luke, vice-president; Brian Rivet, secretary; Terry Trahan, treasurer; Tracy Duval, J. D. Boudreaux,
Eroy Acosta, Roger Dale DeHart, Larry J. Daigle, and Advisor to the Board, Lloyd
Gibson.  Also attending were Joseph Ticheli, general manager, James Funderburk,
attorney, and Yolanda George, member services supervisor.
After the invocation and pledge, the board approved the minutes and
summary of the June 1, 2015, meeting and the special board meeting of June 11,
2015, the ALEC minutes and 164 new members.
The financial report, approved by the board, highlighted interest earnings,
cash on hand, rate comparison showing SLECA having the lowest rates compared
to other area utilities, line loss, kilowatt hour sales for the month, cumulative sales
to date, cost of service, equity, TIER and electric and total revenue verses cost per
kilowatt hour.
Following an update on upcoming schools, meetings and events, Mr. Ticheli
reported on the following: (1) SLECA continues to have the lowest rates in the
area; (2)  Increased summer thunderstorm activity has increased SLECA’s weatherrelated outages but they have been minor and service has been restored quickly;
(3) Electric cooperatives met with the PSC staff July 2 to review their hurricane
restoration work plans.  The PSC staff was impressed with SLECA’s plan and
preparations for the storm season; (4) CFC will hold a financial workshop for co-op
directors Tuesday, August 25-26 at the Omni Royal Orleans Hotel in New Orleans;
(5) The latest Touchstone Energy national survey of electric cooperatives is complete.  Some of the findings are: a) Retirees and senior members are the most satisfied with their electric co-op; b) Women are significantly more satisfied with their
electric co-op than men; c) Higher income households express lower satisfaction
than members in lower income groups; d) Empty-nesters and households without
children report significantly higher satisfaction levels; e) Members with the lowest
monthly bill have the highest satisfaction; f) The type of dwelling house, apartment,
mobile home, etc. does not impact member satisfaction; and g) The lowest satisfaction scores came from middle aged members between 35 and 44 years; and 6)
The 2015 Region VIII meeting will be held in Albuquerque, New Mexico Tuesday,
October 20-22. (Acct. No. 33922003)
The board then selected two voting delegates for the ALEC Annual Meeting,
and appointed a voting delegate and alternate to vote for the NRECA Director to
represent Louisiana on the NRECA Board, and approved the safety report showing
employees have worked 3,073,098 hours without a lost time accident since December, 1996.  
The board then approved the attorney’s report and fees.  Following executive
session, the meeting was adjourned.
You may obtain copies of the minutes by contacting SLECA, P.O. Box 4037,
Houma, LA 70361 or by calling (985) 876-6880 or 1-800-256-8826.
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If you’re a friend or relative of Mrs. Nilton P. Eschete, you probably already know what you’re going
to get for Christmas this year.
Crochet.
The only question is whether it will be a scarf, a
cap, an afghan, a table centerpiece, a pair of booties for
your baby or some other customized item that springs
from Eschete’s imagination.
The 88-year old SLECA member and resident of
Raceland has been crocheting for as long as she can
remember. Born in Westwego and reared along Bayou
Lafourche between Lockport and Mathews, Eschete
recalls spending evenings piled in the bed with her five
sisters talking and laughing and crocheting while listening to the Grand Ole Opry play in the background.
During the summertime, she would make sure to
bring her crochet supplies when she went to stay at
her aunt’s house near Gheens. Her home in Mathews
was powered by electricity from Louisiana Power and
Light, but her aunt’s farm was not yet energized.
“There wasn’t much to do, no internet, no telephone, no television. I used to stand on a bench to
clean and cook and we’d go out in the fields to pick
melons for breakfast and pick butter
beans, okra and peas,
and we’d jar it on a
kerosene stove,” she
said. “Finally, when
SLECA ran the lines
to my aunt’s house,
she bought a washing
machine and an iron
and I had to show her
and the rest of the kids
how to use them.”
     Eschete learned
a lot about the finer
points of crochet,
embroidery, tatting,
sewing and quilting from her sisters and her mother,
but the crafts took a backseat when at age 19 she fell
in love and married a young tugboat worker named
Nilton Eschete on Christmas Day in 1946.
Nilton went to work for Eschete’s father, Lucien
Marc Toups, making 50 cents an hour building houses
and other structures.
With very little formal education, Nilton would
look at blueprints and commit them to memory before
beginning his construction work.
“His daddy died before he turned 12, so he always
had to work to support his family,” Eschete said, tearing up at the thought. “But he and my daddy worked
hard and they built a lot of beautiful homes all along
the bayou.”
The Eschetes became members of SLECA in 1974
when they built a house near Raceland where they
raised four children and made ends meet by farming
crops and cattle and clearing the land.
There wasn’t much time for crocheting in those
busy days.
“I remember once when I was in my 60s we had to
work seven bulls at one time and my nephew said he
wished he could work cattle like I did when he got my

by Joe Ticheli
General Manager

WOTUS rule will impact
nation’s electric co-ops

In May, the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) and the U.S. Army
Corps of Engineers (Corps) finalized
a new water regulation that removes
power and responsibility from local
officials and relocates it to Washington.
It’s called “WOTUS,” standing for
“waters of the U.S.,” and defines what
is subject to federal regulation under the
federal Clean Water Act.
These “waters” include the “60
percent of streams in the United States
[that] flow only seasonally or when it
rains” as Ken Kopocis, the EPA acting assistant administrator for water,
explained recently. Currently, most of
these are subject to state control.
In this new regulation, the EPA
and the Corps maximized their regulatory reach by suggesting only federal
employees can adequately protect our
water. And they did this without consulting with state and local regulators.
They continued down the path of
more Washington-based decision making, meaning that federal agencies
will be regulating everything from the
mighty Mississippi River to lakes, bayous and dry ditch beds that only temporarily have water after rainfall.
More regulated streams (with or
without water in them) mean more
federal permits to maintain and expand
our electric distribution network here in
south Louisiana where water is such a
big part of our environment, our lives
and even our livelihoods. And past
experience does not suggest a quick and
timely response.
age,” she recalls with a chuckle.
In 2009, Nilton passed away and since then Eschete
has found herself with more time for crocheting and
quilting. (Acct. No. 18677001)
Recently, she sent SLECA General Manager Joe
Ticheli a piece she had created several years ago.
Eschete was reading an issue of Louisiana Country
magazine and spotted an image of Willie Wiredhand,
the national mascot for the country’s rural electric
cooperatives, as part of a Christmas motif.
She embroidered the scene and decided to share it
with the employees at SLECA.
“This was a great gift and everybody in the office
was grateful for such a thoughtful gesture,” Ticheli
said. “We plan to frame it and place it on the wall

where everybody can see it and be reminded that we’re
here for the sole purpose of serving our members.”
Though she has survived two bouts with cancer,
Eschete is still full of energy and life. She spends most
days visiting with family and friends but still finds lots
of time for her handiwork. She can finish a two-foot
doily in a single day and works at a quick pace.
Most nights, Eschete finds herself with crochet
needles in hand, putting the final touches on her latest
project. Just as she did when she was a girl, Eschete
listens to music on the radio while she tends to her
work.
Then, at 10 o’clock sharp, the music goes off and
Eschete retires to bed, bringing a gentle, satisfying end
to another day.

The reliable electricity you pay
for every month depends on a wellmaintained system—and our ability to
quickly make necessary adjustments to
keep your lights on. That’s why we’ve
been advocating for a new rule.
We take our responsibility to protect our land and water very seriously
– after all, we live here, too. But we
believe this task belongs close to home,
where folks understand the opportunities and challenges.

The reliable electricity
you pay for every month
depends on a robust and
well-maintained system.
We believe Congress knew what it
was doing when it gave the EPA, the
Corps and the states shared responsibility for protecting our water – federal
jurisdiction over waters that support
commerce, interstate waters and U.S.
territorial waters; state jurisdiction over
everything else. This arrangement made
good sense. (Acct. No. 207303001)
Electric cooperatives across the
country are working together in a collaborative effort with other interested
groups in supporting Congressional
action directing the EPA and the Corps
to withdraw the new rule, return to the
drawing board and consult with affected
parties – especially state and local
governments – before re-proposing anything.

Notice

South Louisiana Electric Cooperative Association (SLECA) is
continuing to monitor the developments at the Louisiana Public Service Commission (LPSC) regarding the methodology to
calculate the 0.5% cap included in Section 5.02 of the LPSC’s
net metering general order dated July 26, 2013. Currently,
SLECA has reached 75% of the required 0.5% cap. SLECA is
currently continuing to accept net metering applications. Please
take notice that SLECA will not be required to accept net metering applications once the utility has reached the 0.5% cap. It
is recommended to contact SLECA before entering into any net
metering proposal. (Acct. No. 77094002)
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Crochet crafting keeps
Eschete feeling youthful

