You can win a Youth Tour

Experience!

Two local SLECA students will have the opportunity to be winners of the 2016 SLECA
Youth Tour Contest and spend a week with about two dozen other students from across
Louisiana on a “Government in Action” Youth Tour of Washington, D.C.
Eligibility Requirements
• High school sophomores and juniors are eligible.
• Electricity to your residence or parent’s business must be provided by SLECA.
Youth Tour Contest Guidelines
1. Students must write a letter approximately 500 words long to an elected official. The
entry must be submitted in the proper letter format to be eligible.  
2. Students should voice their opinion (positive or negative) to the local, state or federal
official in a letter format on any issue or topic they believe to be critical to South Louisiana.
3. The topic should be stated and thoroughly discussed and the letter should be
addressed to the official the student has selected.
4. On a separate sheet attached to the essay, the student must write his/her name, Social
Security Number, name of school, grade level, parents’ names, address and phone number.
5. Entries must include a current photo for use in news releases after the contest.
Entries should be mailed to Youth Tour Essay Contest, c/o SLECA, P.O. Box 4037,
Houma, LA 70361, or delivered to SLECA’s main office at 2028 Coteau Road, Highway
660, Houma, LA, or SLECA’s branch office in Amelia, 2903 Lake Palourde Rd., Morgan
City, LA 70380; P.O. Box 1126, Amelia, LA 70340.
ENTRIES MUST BE POSTMARKED NO LATER THAN Feb. 1, 2016.
For more information, contact SLECA at 876-6880 or 1-800-256-8826.

Notice of planned outages

	Two planned outages have been scheduled so crews can perform system
improvements and maintenance to our Landry Substation. These outages are
necessary to continue to provide reliable service. The outages will occur on
Tuesday, Oct. 20, 1 a.m. to 3 a.m., and Wednesday, Oct. 21, 1 a.m. to 3 a.m.
	The planned outages will include the following areas: Oakshire Subdivision,
Coteau Rd., Bayou Blue, Gray (including Willowdale, Mobile Estates, Linda
Ann St., Rhett Place, Marietta Place and Eureka Dr.), Raceland (including
Hwy. 653 and Hwy. 652 and Eagle Island Rd.)
Both outages are scheduled in the pre-dawn hours to affect as few members as possible. If you are on our medical alert list, necessary arrangements
may be needed during the outages. SLECA apologizes for any inconvenience.
We appreciate your patience in this matter. Please call 985-876-6880 if you
should have any questions.

Across the Board

August 3, 2015
Present were directors Alexander Doyle, president; David Luke, vice-president;
Brian Rivet, secretary; Terry Trahan, treasurer; Tracy Duval, J. D. Boudreaux,
Eroy Acosta, Roger Dale DeHart, Larry J. Daigle, and Advisor to the Board, Lloyd
Gibson.  Also attending were Joseph Ticheli, general manager, James Funderburk,
attorney, and Yolanda George, member services supervisor.
After the invocation and pledge, the board approved the minutes and summary of the
July 6, 2015 meeting, the ALEC minutes and 183 new members.
The financial report, approved by the board, highlighted interest earnings, cash
on hand, rate comparison showing SLECA having the second lowest rates compared
to other area utilities, line loss, kilowatt hour sales for the month, cumulative sales
to date, cost of service, equity, TIER and electric and total revenue verses cost per
kilowatt hour. (Acct. No. 62556002)
Following an update on upcoming schools, meetings and events, Mr. Ticheli
reported on the following: (1) This month SLECA has the second lowest rates in the
area; (2) SLECA’s offices will be closed on Monday, September 7, in observance of
Labor Day; (3) The board was asked to continue authorizing their contributions to the
ACRE campaign; (4) PSC Commissioner Scott Angelle is drafting an official request
to investigate the number of outages Entergy has had in 2015; (5) The new RUS General Field Representative, Eric Marchegiani, paid a visit to conduct an RUS review
on June 29 and 30.  Mr. Marchegiani reported that SLECA was being operated and
maintained very well and doing a good job at keeping costs down and servicing its
debt; and (6) SLECA employees have worked another quarter year without a lost
time accident as of July 31.
The board then approved the purchase of an upgraded computer server and
selected the voting delegate and alternate for the business meeting of NRECA, CFC
and CoBank, to be held at the NRECA Regional VIII Meeting.
The safety report showing employees have worked 3,088,123 hours without a
lost time accident since December, 1996, and the attorney’s report and fees were then
approved by the board.
Following executive session, the meeting was adjourned.
You may obtain copies of the minutes by contacting SLECA, P.O. Box 4037,
Houma, LA 70361 or by calling (985) 876-6880 or 1-800-256-8826.
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Low Rates. High Expectations.

Joe Ticheli, General Manager
Alexander Doyle, President
South Louisiana Electric Cooperative Assn.
P.O. Box 4037, Houma, LA 70361 (876-6880)

Budding author Delatte works to support Tourette’s research
As a budding author, Carrie Delatte figures there’s
no reason to paint herself into a corner.
Delatte’s literary work covers a variety of themes
and genres – just about anything that comes to her very
imaginative mind. She has published poetry, a dramatic novella, a futuristic mystery thriller and a children’s
book. For the children’s book, she even created the
illustrations herself.
Her fourth title, Vidalia, was released at the end of
September and is her first hard-bound book. In December, Delatte plans to take a tour of New York City
where she will visit a national network TV studio and
talk shop with established screenwriters and authors.
On Nov. 5, Delatte is scheduled to speak to a group
of local book club members at the Houma Library.
“I’m hoping the trip to New York City will open
some doors for me,” Delatte said. “It’s a hard business
to break into, but I have just enough stubbornness and
persistence to give it my best shot and see where this
endeavor takes me.”
Much of that “stubbornness and persistence” is
attributed to her growing up on the family farm in
Gheens where
there were always
cattle to tend and
crops to harvest.
Working with
livestock and digging potatoes out
of the ground, she
contends, is not
for slackers.
     Another
motivating force
is the Tourette
Syndrome that she
has battled since
grade school.
After her diagnosis, Delatte soon
discovered that
not only would she have to contend with the medical
disorder itself but she would also have to endure the
incessant taunts and ribbing of her schoolmates.
The teasing almost caused her to drop out of
school. Instead of ditching the classroom, however,
she parlayed the experience into a way of building her
character and steeling her resolve. Today she uses the
neurological disorder to inspire her and drive her to
complete her work at a prolific pace not often seen in
the publishing industry.
“I knew my parents would never let me, but I really
thought about quitting school because it’s very hard to
not only have to deal with the disease but also put up
with the bullying,” said Delatte, the youngest of five
children. “But looking back, it gave me the grit and
determination that I have today. What usually takes
many writers a year and a half to do, I’ve done in a
few months.”
She explained that Tourette Syndrome is often
accompanied by Obsessive Compulsive Disorder, Attention Deficit Disorder, anxiety and other conditions
that can lead to creativity at a high level if properly
channeled. (Acct. No. 59937001)

Enter SLECA's
Christmas Lighting Contest

Light up your home this Christmas and win a $100 Cash Prize! Entries will
be accepted through December 11, 2015.
RULES:
1. Contest open to SLECA residential members only.
2. SLECA directors, employees, retired employees and/or their families are
not eligible to win.
3. Electricity is required. Outdoor lighting only.
4. Suggested themes: Religious, Contemporary, Novelty.
5. Entries must be received at SLECA by December 11, 2015. Judging to
be held December 14.
6. Winners will be notified by telephone.
7. 2014 winners are ineligible.
8. Cash Prizes ($100 in each of SLECA’s nine member districts) will be
awarded.
	To enter, complete this form and return by December 11, 2015, to SLECA,
P.O. Box 4037, Houma, La 70361.

SLECA's Christmas Lighting Contest
Name ______________________________________________________________
Address ____________________________________________________________
Account No.: __________________________________
Phone #: _____________________________________
Or simply call SLECA’s office in Houma, 876-6880, 1-800-256-8826; or Amelia
631-3605, 1-800-256-8836.

KIDS...Christmas is almost here
Draw a picture and win a prize!

Clockwise from top: Delatte makes a presentation at a local elementary school; the
author meets with friend Maxine Cressionie
and the Presbyterian Church in Gheens;
Delatte is pictured with her children, Charlie,
Emmagrace, Mollie and Liam; members of
a local quilting club in Gheens are eager to
read Delatte’s next book.

“A lot of people with Tourette Syndrome are very
creative and talented. I keep a list of story titles and
themes that come to mind. There is so much bouncing around in my head and once something gets in my
head, it just has to come out,” she said.
Delatte is very passionate about discussing Tourette Syndrome and serving as an advocate for those
children diagnosed with the disorder. She donates 10
percent of the proceeds from her books to the American Tourette Syndrome Association to support education and research. And every time she speaks in public
she also takes a moment to discuss Tourette Syndrome
and the negative effects of bullying.
Though Delatte has always enjoyed writing, the
serious pursuit of a publishing career started several
years ago after a marital split. One of her relatives seeking to boost her spirits and motivate her to follow
her passion - challenged her to write a novella within
five months.
The result was Southern Hospitality, a fictional
account of a young history teacher who overcomes a
series of challenges brought to bear by a sinister power
broker and socialite. The book was dedicated to her

four children: Mollie, Liam, Charlie and Emmagrace.
“Finishing that book really built up my confidence
and my enthusiasm and I’ve been writing almost nonstop ever since,” Delatte said. “I wrote the children’s
book, Coming up Cajun, because my kids kept telling
me they wanted something they could read. They were
so excited when I went to their school and read from
the book. And since I’ve been writing pretty much
full time, they can see a change in me…they have that
upbeat and positive mom that they used to know.”
SLECA General Manager Joe Ticheli said he has
been impressed with the author’s work and SLECA is
proud to have a writer and Tourette Syndrome awareness advocate in the community. (Acct. No. 41586002)
“I think Carrie is doing a great service to the people
in this area. People enjoy reading her books and
there’s a real need to have someone with her experience speaking out about not only Tourette’s but also
conveying the anti-bullying message,” Ticheli said.
Delatte’s books are available online at Amazon and
Barnes and Noble. Visit the author’s website at www.
author-carriedelatte.com, on Facebook at www.facebook.com/carried.author.writer, or call 985-258-9159.

We’re having a Christmas contest for kids. And the prize is a $50 Christmas gift certificate. All you have to do to win is draw a picture of your favorite
Christmas activity. It can be anything you like to do at Christmas time, such
as decorating the tree, wrapping gifts, Christmas shopping or going caroling…Anything!
	In addition to winning the gift certificate, the winning picture will be
featured in the December issue of Louisiana Country. And this is not all. Your
picture will be prominently displayed on an outdoor billboard courtesy of
SLECA and Lamar Outdoor Advertising for all your friends and family to see.
Here is what you need to know:
• You must be 10 years old or younger.
• Contest is open to SLECA members only.
• Entries must be submitted on one 8-1/2 x 11-inch sheet of paper.
• Any medium (crayons, markers, watercolors, etc.) may be used to
draw your picture, but the picture MUST be in color.
• The entry form must be attached to the back of your drawing.
• Previous winners are ineligible.
• Employees of SLECA will judge all entries.
• You should mail your entry to SLECA, P.O. Box 4037, Houma, LA
70361, or you can drop it off at the Houma office at 2028 Coteau Rd. in
Houma or at the Amelia office. (Acct. No. 9034002)
• Deadline to receive entries is November 13, 2015.
ENTRY FORM
Attach this form to the back of entry.
Child’s Name: ________________________________________
Parent or Guardian: ______________________________________
Child’s Age: _____________
Address: _________________________________________________
Telephone Number: _________________________________
SLECA Account Number: ______________________________
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