You can win a Youth Tour

Experience!

Two local SLECA students will have the opportunity to be winners of the 2016
SLECA Youth Tour Contest and spend a week with about two dozen other students
from across Louisiana on a “Government in Action” Youth Tour of Washington, D.C.
Eligibility Requirements
• High school sophomores and juniors are eligible.
• Electricity to your residence or parent’s business must be provided by SLECA.
Youth Tour Contest Guidelines
1. Students must write a letter approximately 500 words long to an elected official.
The entry must be submitted in the proper letter format to be
eligible.  
2. Students should voice their opinion (positive or negative)
to the local, state or federal official in a letter format on any
issue or topic they believe to be critical to South Louisiana.
3. The topic should be stated and thoroughly discussed and
the letter should be addressed to the official the student has
selected. (Acct. No. 78719001)
4. On a separate sheet attached to the essay, the student
must write his/her name, Social Security Number, name of
school, grade level, parents’ names, address and phone number.
5. Entries must include a current photo for use in news releases after the contest.
Entries should be mailed to Youth Tour Essay Contest, c/o SLECA, P.O. Box 4037,
Houma, LA 70361, or delivered to SLECA’s main office at 2028 Coteau Road, Highway 660, Houma, LA, or SLECA’s branch office in Amelia, 2903 Lake Palourde Rd.,
Morgan City, LA 70380; P.O. Box 1126, Amelia, LA 70340.
ENTRIES MUST BE POSTMARKED NO LATER THAN Feb. 1, 2016.
For more information, contact SLECA at 876-6880 or 1-800-256-8826.

SLECA News

SLECA proudly salutes U.S. military veterans
As a local employer, SLECA is proud to have
among its workforce veterans of the U.S. military
who - along with their families - have sacrificed to
protect and preserve our freedoms.
“It’s unfortunate that in such a fast-paced
society we don’t always pause to appreciate the
great sacrifices made by our military personnel
over the decades,” said SLECA General Manager
Joe Ticheli. “But we have a number of employees

SLECA’s Houma headquarters and the Amelia branch office will
be closed on the following dates:
• Thanksgiving – Thursday, November 26 and Friday, November
27
Dispatchers will be on duty to handle emergency calls. We wish
you and your family a Happy Thanksgiving!

Across the Board
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here at SLECA who are veterans and we want to
make sure we let them know how grateful we are
for their service in not only protecting our country
but now serving our members with honor, integrity,
professionalism and enthusiasm on a daily basis.”
In honor of Veteran’s Day, SLECA’s veteran
employees were asked to share their experiences
and insights on the special commemoration, and
here are their replies: (Acct. No. 200995001)

Lee Aucoin

SLECA holiday office closures

September 14, 2015
Present were directors Alexander Doyle, president; David Luke, vice-president;
Brian Rivet, secretary; Terry Trahan, treasurer; Tracy Duval, J. D. Boudreaux,
Eroy Acosta, Roger Dale DeHart, Larry J. Daigle, and Advisor to the Board, Lloyd
Gibson.  Also attending were Joseph Ticheli, general manager, Jamie Funderburk,
attorney, and Yolanda George, member services supervisor.
After the invocation and pledge, the board approved minutes and summary of
the regular meeting dated August 3, 2015, the ALEC minutes and 211 new members.
The financial report, approved by the board, highlighted interest earnings, cash
on hand, rate comparison showing SLECA rates being some of the lowest compared
to other area utilities, line loss, kilowatt hour sales for the month, cumulative sales
to date, cost of service, equity, TIER and electric and total revenue verses cost per
kilowatt hour.
Following an update on upcoming schools, meetings and events, Mr. Ticheli
reported on the following: (1) SLECA has some of the lowest rates in the area; (2)
It’s time to select the location and date for the board Christmas dinner; (3) SLECA
received a dividend check from Federated Insurance in the amount of $73,986.00; (4)
RUS has given notice that some loans are qualified for re-financing and some are not
though discussions continue; (5) Environmental charges on SLECA’s monthly power
bill from Louisiana Generating increased from $15,485 in June to $213,152 in July;
(6) Recent polls show David Vitter’s support slipping in his bid for governor and
Scott Angelle is benefiting from the shift; (7) SLECA line crews completed three line
reconductor projects that are usually contracted out and were completed for much
less cost than a contractor would have charged;  and (8) A safety supper will be held
October 7 for the Houma office and October 8 for Amelia.
The board then approved the renewal of SLECA’s medical insurance premium
at an increase of 6.4%, signed the Prepayment Agreement and all documents related
to the re-financing of RUS loans, the safety report showing employees have worked
3,103,192 hours without a lost time accident since December, 1996 and the attorney’s
report and fees. (Acct. No. 106640001)
Following executive session, the meeting was adjourned.
You may obtain copies of the minutes by contacting SLECA, P.O. Box 4037,
Houma, LA 70361 or by calling (985) 876-6880 or 1-800-256-8826.

Low Rates. High Expectations.

Joe Ticheli, General Manager
Alexander Doyle, President
South Louisiana Electric Cooperative Assn.
P.O. Box 4037, Houma, LA 70361 (876-6880)

Aucoin, 32, has been a SLECA employee for eight years. He served three
deployments with the Marines in the
Middle East beginning in 2004.
“My first deployment was in Afghanistan and my third was in Iraq. There were
frequent fire fights in Afghanistan, where
we were assigned to build a forward
operations base in the mountains where
there were a lot of insurgents and we
were unable to get adequate air support.
“It was worse when our unit went to
Iraq. There were a lot of snipers and a
lot of IEDs (Improvised Explosive Devices). We were by the Euphrates River
where it’s flat and easier for the enemy
to coordinate attacks. When you’re in the
mountains, nobody wants to fight uphill.”

Mustiful, 33, has been a SLECA
employee for eight years. He served as a
Spec 4 mechanic in the Army, four years
on active duty and four years inactive.
“I went into the military right out of
high school in 2000 and did my training at Ft. Polk and Ft. Knox in Kentucky.
A friend of mine also signed up on the
‘Buddy System’ but I hardly saw him.
“I was finishing my second year of
school studying military science when
the 9/11 terrorist attacks happened. I was
watching those planes hit the towers on
TV and my phone went crazy. My unit
got deployed to Kuwait, but I was sent to
Harrisburg, Pa., where I was in a support
role shipping supplies to the troops to get
them what they needed.”

Robert Dungan

James Crum

Dungan, 45, has been a SLECA
employee for 20 years. He was an
Army Spec 4, enlisting in 1988 after
graduating from high school and serving three years before being honorably
discharged.
“I received my training at Ft. Still
Artillery Base in Oklahoma. After you
enlist, it’s hard to tell your friends and
family goodbye.
“In many ways, being a lineman is
a lot like being in the military. Once you
sign up, you have to be prepared to go
wherever you’re told to go, wherever
you’re needed. And you never know
what kind of hazards you’re going to
face out in the field. But at least no one
is shooting at you.”

SLECA serves
as collection
spot for annual
Toys for Tots
benefit project

Gabriel Mustiful

SLECA General Manager Joe Ticheli
recently announced that Toys for Tots
collection bins will be placed in the lobbies of both the Houma headquarters
location and the Amelia branch office
during the holiday season.
Ticheli said he encourages all SLECA
employees, members and the general
public to drop off a new, unwrapped toy.
Toys for Tots receives donated items

from more than 40 businesses and
organizations that serve as collection
points. The thousands of toys are received by local charities and schools to
present to children in need.
“This is the second year we have
participated in the program, and last
year was a huge success,” Ticheli said.
The toy drive starts in November and
continues through Christmas.

Crum, 61, has been a SLECA employee for 36 years. He was a 3rd class
petty officer in the Navy and comes from
a family of servicemen.
“I was just a boy in 1960 when my
dad got killed by a mortar in a training
accident in Germany. He had done two
tours in Korea and never got a scratch.
I went into the Navy in 1972 when I was
17. We went to the South Pacific aboard
the USS John F. Kennedy and spent two
years in Guam and Okinawa.
“I don’t think a lot of people understand that we live in a great country.
We have more freedom than any other
country. This is the land of milk and
honey, a land of opportunity. Go to any
other country and you’ll see.”

Enter SLECA's
Christmas Lighting Contest

Light up your home this Christmas and win a $100 Cash Prize! Entries will
be accepted through December 11, 2015.
RULES:
1. Contest open to SLECA residential members only.
2. SLECA directors, employees, retired employees and/or their families are
    not eligible to win.
3. Electricity is required. Outdoor lighting only.
4. Suggested themes: Religious, Contemporary, Novelty.
5. Entries must be received at SLECA by December 11, 2015. Judging to
    be held December 14.
6. Winners will be notified by telephone.
7. 2014 winners are ineligible.
8. Cash Prizes ($100 in each of SLECA’s nine member districts) will be
    awarded.
To enter, complete this form and return by December 11, 2015, to SLECA,
P.O. Box 4037, Houma, La 70361.

SLECA's Christmas Lighting Contest
Name ______________________________________________________________
Address ____________________________________________________________
Account No.: __________________________________
Phone #: _____________________________________
Or simply call SLECA’s office in Houma, 876-6880, 1-800-256-8826; or Amelia
631-3605, 1-800-256-8836.

KIDS...Christmas is almost here
Draw a picture and win a prize!

We’re having a Christmas contest for kids. And the prize is a $50 Christmas gift certificate. All you have to do to win is draw a picture of your favorite
Christmas activity. It can be anything you like to do at Christmas time, such
as decorating the tree, wrapping gifts, Christmas shopping or going caroling…Anything!
In addition to winning the gift certificate, the winning picture will be
featured in the December issue of Louisiana Country. And this is not all. Your
picture will be prominently displayed on an outdoor billboard courtesy of
SLECA and Lamar Outdoor Advertising for all your friends and family to see.
Here is what you need to know:
• You must be 10 years old or younger.
• Contest is open to SLECA members only.
• Entries must be submitted on one 8-1/2 x 11-inch sheet of paper.
• Any medium (crayons, markers, watercolors, etc.) may be used to
   draw your picture, but the picture MUST be in color.
• The entry form must be attached to the back of your drawing.
• Previous winners are ineligible.
• Employees of SLECA will judge all entries.
• You should mail your entry to SLECA, P.O. Box 4037, Houma, LA
70361, or you can drop it off at the Houma office at 2028 Coteau Rd. in
Houma or at the Amelia office. (Acct. No. 64690001)
• Deadline to receive entries is November 13, 2015.
ENTRY FORM
Attach this form to the back of entry.
Child’s Name: ________________________________________
Parent or Guardian: ______________________________________
Child’s Age: _____________
Address: _________________________________________________
Telephone Number: _________________________________
SLECA Account Number: ______________________________
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SLECA salutes U.S. service veterans

Among those U.S. military service veterans now serving SLECA members are
Robert Dungan, Lee Aucoin, James Crum and Gabriel Mustiful.

